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District of Maryland, ss. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this fifteenth day of October, in the fifty-

fourth year of the Independence of the United States of America, the 
Ker. N. B. LITTLE, of the said District, hath deposited in this office the 
title of a Book, the right whereof he claims as Proprietor, in the words 
following, to wit:—"The Life and Confession of George Swearingen, who 
was executed at Cumberland, Jlllegamj County, Mil. on the second day of Oc­
tober, 1829, for the Murder of his Wife—written, at his solicitation, by the Rev. 
jy. B. Little." 

In conformity to an Act of the Congress of the United States, entitled, 
"An Act for the encouragement of Learning, by securing copies of Maps, 
Charts, and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during 
the times therein mentioned," and also to the Act, entitled, "An Act sup;-
plementary to the Act, entitled, An Act for the encouragement of Learn­
ing, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors 
and Proprietors of such copies during the times therein mentioned, and 
extending the benefits thereof to the arts of Designing, Engraving, and 
Etching historical and other Prints." 

PHILIP MOORE, > 
Clerk of the District of Maryland. 



Evidence of the authenticity of the Life and Confession. 

I hereby certify, that I have made a true statement of the circumstan­
ces attending the death of my wife, to the Rev. N. B. Little, also the his­
tory of my life, connexion with Rachel Cunningham and peregrinations, 
are true—as taken down at the Jail—As my last dying statement—So 
help me God. GEO. SWEARINGEN. 

October 1st, 1829. . 

The manuscript of the above has been shewn to me, and I certify that 
the same is the hand writing of George Swearingen. 

0. H. WILLIAMS, C/'fr. 
October!, 1829. Of Washington county Court. 

I certify, that in the presence of the Rev. Mr. Little, I said to George 
Swearingen, about thirty seconds before his execution, that there now 
were only a few seconds between the present and eternity to him, and 
that I hoped he would not die with a lie in his mouth, and asked him 

vvnether he baa'btftteett? to the Rev. Mr. Little and myself all the cir­
cumstances connected with \", murder of his wife; he replied that he 
had. I then asked him if Rachel oun'jngham knew any thing about it 

'. previously, and if she was present; he said tuaT"0 did not> a"11 thatshe 
was not there. -^CLl'D BEALL. 

October 3, 1829. 

I hereby certify that I was employed by Mr. R. Beall, the Sheriff^.A1" 
Jegany county, Md. as turnkey of the jail of the county, with instruct?"55 

from him to be present with all persons who wished to have access'?. 
Geo. Swearingen, and was present at all times with the Rev. N. B. Little 
whilst he was writing the Life and Confession of Swearingen, which 
was done at Swearingen's request, and that the following is a copy of 
said Life and Confession, which was written and read in the prison. 

HENRY MITCHELL. 
October 3, 1829. 
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TO THE READER. 

At the earnest solicitation of the unfortunate subject of the following 
pages, 1 was induced to write his Life and Confession; and in doing so I 
have observed his language and arrangement of details as nearly as pos­
sible. Whilst engaged in the work, a letter was received by me from 
WILLIAM PRICE, Esq. one of Swearingen's counsel, a part of which is 
here introduced:— 

Extracts from Mr. Price's Letter. 
"I wish you to tell George that 1 feel for him deeply, and that I often 

recur to the time when he came to llagers-town, a modest and bashful 
youth, without a thought of evil. That in contrasting his innocence then, 

"with his degradation and misery now, I can hardly realize the change. 
That in the circumstances of his apprehension and conviction, he must 
himself recognize the finger of an inscrutable Providence. Tell him al­
so, that it i3 now too late to deceive himself with any hope of pardon, 
and if such a thing would relieve his mind, he had better make a full dis­

closure of all the circumstances connected with the death of his wife. 
Tell him further, that from some things that passed between him and 
myself, since the trial, I am afraid he is guilty; but shall be happy to hear 
that the world has done him injustice in many circumstances of cruelty 

Inch it has laid to his charge. I feel well assured, from my own know-
dge of evidence, that much of what was detailed on his trial was mis-

tjiien" by the witnesses, or perverted by their eagerness to moke manifest 
his guilt. That they would perjure themselves I could not readily believe. 

"Let him, therefore, speak distinctly:—1st. Of his marriage. 1 do not be­
lieve it was from sordid motives.—2d. Of his first acquaintance with 
Itachel Cunningham, and the manner in which she acquired such an un­

bounded influence over him.—3d. Of his alleged attempts to kill his wife 
on the Mountain, or to drown her in the Potomac.—4. Of the death and 
the circumstances attending it. A full disclosure is 1 think due to his 
own memory, to the feelings of hi3 many respectable connexions, to the 
jury that tried him, but above all to the cause of public justice." 
. Swearingen, it will be observed, lias been governed, in a great mea­
sure, by Mr. Price's suggestions in the arrangement of his disclosures. 

N» B. LITTLE. 

J* 

.<. 



THE LIFE, &c. 

C H A P T E R I. 

I , G E O R G E S W E A K I S G E N , was born Jan. 29, 1800, in 

Frederick county, Virginia, about three miles from Ber-
ryville, commonly called Battletovvn, of respectable and 
wealthy parentage. M y father's name was Elie, son of 

Vi Col. Charles Swearingen, of Ringgold's Manor. M y 
mother, Mary Ann Noble, was daughter of George No­
ble, Esq. a family of great respectability in Virginia— 
her mother was one of the Alexanders, by which family 
the city of Alexandria, D. C. was founded. I was the eld­
est son of four children. I was sent to country schools 

«, until I was 12 years of age, when I was sent to the aca­
demy of Battletown, the preceptor of which was Dr. 
Robertson, whose esteem and affection I soon conciliated 
and retained whilst I was with him; when at this insti­
tution, I acquired a knowledge of the languages common­
ly taught and the mathematics. During my stay at this 
school, I was a class-mate of scholars who have since be-

4 come professional men: Rev. Ship and Rev. Charles 
Page; Doctors Clipper, near Charlestown, and Hugh 

t^' M'Guire of Winchester, Virginia, and Dr. James Tomp-
. son of Battletown, Va. and Realty of Hancock, Md.—and 

attorneys Wm. V. Buskirk of Cumberland, Md. John A. 
t Tompsonof Romney, and Province M'Cormick of Win-

' Chester, Va. In the acquisition of the languages, I was 
the most expert among them, and in the mathematics at 
least equal to any. The several teachers beside the one 
already mentioned, Dr. Robertson, were Rev. Mr. Leach 
and Mr. Adams. My continuance at this school was 
about four years, during which time it was under good dis­
cipline, and religious as well as moral instructions were 
given by the preceptors; besides which my parents did 
not neglect the religious culture of my mind and morals. 
—Methodist meetings were constantly held at my grand­
mother 's, who lived contiguous to my father's farm, and 
1 was always enjoined by my parents to attend them, be-
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sides, the preaching of the celebrated Doctor Mead, of \ 
Virginia. 

A t 16 years of age, I was sent by my father to Lees-
burg, to write in the Clerk's office of the county, of which 
Charles Binns was Clerk, but which office was superin­
tended by Mr. Thomas R. Mott , a very respectable and 
correct man, with whom I boarded. In this office I wrote 
for the period of six or seven months, during which time 
I conducted myself correctly, and on leaving the office, a 
certificate of good character and ability was given by Mr. 
Mott , who, at the same time, requested my return. On 
leaving this office, I returned and resided Wi th my father 
on the farm, attending to the concerns of the farm. Af­
ter remaining at home for about a twelve month, my fath­
er repaired to Hagers-town, Md. and obtained a situation 
for me in the office of Col. Olho I I . Williams, Clerk of 
the Court of Washington county, in whose office I wrote 
for about twelve or fifteen months, in the latter part of 
1817 and 18, during which time I attended most assidu-" 
ously to my business; and in consequence of intense ap­
plication to the duties of the office, I was taken with a se­
vere pain in the breast, and was, therefore, advised by 
some of the physicians to retire from the office and engage ' 
in some more active life. On my leaving this office, a let­
ter was addressed by the Colonel to my father, in which 
lie stated that he was sincerely sorry on account of my ilTx 

health, and regretted that he had to lose my serv ices ,—sj | 
The letter was highly commendatory, and reflected much 
honour upon me, which was truly gratifying to the feel­
ings of my father. 

I then returned again to my father's, on the farm, at A 
which place I continued until some time in the year 18.19, 
where my health became entirely restored. I then left 
my father's for the office of Mr. Binns, already mention­
ed, with whom I continued about two years, and in whose -
family I boarded during the whole time. During the 
time I was in the office, I would borrow books and works 
on the law, and every spare moment I devoted to them— 
and acquired a knowledge of the law. I was now about 
to make application to the Judges for license to practice, 
and it being the law of Virginia that when a young man 
is about to make application, he shall first obtain from the-* -
Justices of the county Court, a certificate of good mora^ 
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character, which I easily obtained, and upon the submis­
sion of which to the Judges of Court, all residing in Win­
chester, I was respectively examined by the several 
Judges at sundry times, first by Robert White, secondly 
by Hugh Holmes, and lastly by Dabney Carr, and was 
accordingly licensed to practice law in the state of Vir­
ginia. 

Upon leaving the office of Mr. Binns, I obtained from 
him a certificate of good moral character, steady habits, 
and as capacitated for the office and duties of a Clerk, and 
also a letter of recommendation. 

In the spring of 1821, I started for the state of Indi­
ana, and arrived there in May, at the town of Brookville 
and at the residence of my brother-in-law, General Noah 
Noble, then receiver of Public Money. I there produc­
ed my license from the Judges of Virginia, and it being 
necessary, according to the law of that state, to be re-ex­
amined before I could practice, I submitted to a second 
examination, and was licensed to practice in that state by 
•the Judges Miles C. Eggleston and Floyd. I con­
tinued there about six months, after which I returned to 
my father's in Virginia. 

About this time, my uncle, John V. Swearingen, was 
elected Sheriff of Washington county, Md. and I then 
became a Clerk in his oifice, for whom I done business for 
three years and boarded in his family during that time.— 
Whilst I was with my uncle at this time, I paid the most 

^unremitted attention to the duties of the office. I was 
kind and affable to all, conciliated the affection and es-

'teem of all around me, and afforded the most complete sa­
tisfaction to all who had business in the office. I grew 

r
 (jnore and more popular, and was the more and more be­

loved. I was not addicted to the common vices of young 
men of my age and circle—I was scarcely ever heard to 
swear—was strictly temperate—never seen out of tem­
per, and rather avoided those places of carnal pleasure and 
vice which are the sure and certain road of death. 

* In 1823, I was appointed Captain of a militia compa­
ny, which appointment I sustained until I left Hagers-
town. 

It was proven, by George Kealhofer, that I told him in 
conversation that I was persuaded to marry Mary by my 
uncles Isaac and Jack, and that I had an attachment for 

S 
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another lady, which was opposed by my friends. Although 
I may have told him so, yet it is not the fact; I was not 
persuaded to do so by either of them, and with regard to 
my attachment to another lady it seems to have been cou­
pled with my marriage with Mary. This attachment 
was in 1822, at least 12 or 15 months prior to my ever 
having seen Mary. I was engaged to be married to thi.<= 
young lady (delicacy forbids the mention of her name) and 
the match was broken off by my friends Bartholomew 
Booth and Dr. F . Booth told me that this lady should 
have told him that she did not care any thing about me, 
and intended discarding me, which offended me, and after 
which, she came to uncle John Swearingen's house, when, 
in consequence of what had been told me, I paid no at- A 
tention to her, nor did I speak to her. She complain­
ed to Susan or Martha Swearingen, my cousin, who after 
her departure told me of her complaint, and that she , ^ 
wept in consequence of it, when I immediately wrote her 
a letter on the subject, and besides, got my horSe and went 
down to see her, and told her what had been told m e . , 
She denied it, and at the same time, by consent of both 
parties, we dissolved the match. 

In 1823, Mr. James Scott, of Cumberland, brought his 
eldest daughter, Mary , to Hagers town, and placed her at 
the school of Miss Inglis, whilst she boarded at my uncle 
John V. Swearingen's, then Sheriff, and first cousin to 
Mrs. Scott, mother of Mary. W e boarded in the same., 
house together. I knew her character, that she had been 
well raised, and stood on equal grounds with myself—'-"' * 
our ancestors being closely connected by consanguinity,, 
viz: the Cresaps and Swearingens. Her prospects being 
flattering, but not more so than my own, I concluded that N 
by uniting our persons and our interests we would have a* 
fair start for wealth, influence and happiness in this 
world. From this conclusion, and knowing it would be 
agreeable to all parties on both sides, I commenced my 
addresses about the termination of her course of tuition',' 
and addressed her from that time until we were married.. 

After her tuition was closed, the matrimonial engage-, 
ment by this time being entered into, I proposed to take 
Mary home to her father's house, and when about to do 
so, I observed to my uncle John V. Swearingen, that I 
intended, when I arrived at Cumberland, to solicit her fa-

V 


